328                The garret in Cough-square.
some of my friends (I believe Mr. Murphy, who formerly wrote the Gray's-Inn Journal) introduced them with a splendid encomium.
' Since the Life of Brmone, I have been a little engaged, from time to time, in the Literary Magazine, but not very lately. I have not the collection by 'me, and therefore cannot draw out a catalogue of my own parts, but will do it, and send it. Do not buy them, for I will gather all those that have anything of mine in them, and send them to Mrs. Burney, as a small token of gratitude for the regard which she is pleased
to bestow upon me.
' I am, Sir,
' Your most obliged
' And most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' '   'London, March 8, 1758-'
Dr. Burney has kindly favoured me with the following memorandum, which I take the liberty to insert in his own genuine easy style. I love to exhibit sketches of my illustrious friend by various eminent hands.
' Soon after this, Mr. Burney, during a visit to the capital, had an interview with him in Gough-square, where he dined and drank tea with him, and was introduced to the acquaintance of Mrs. Williams. After dinner, Mr. Johnson proposed to Mr. Burney to go up with him into his garret, which being accepted, be there found about five or six preek folios, a deal writing-desk, and a chair and a half. Johnson giving to his guest the entire seat, tottered himself- on one with only three legs and one arm1. Here he gave Mr. Burney Mrs. Williams's
' Northcote gives the following     cote's Reynolds, \. 75, Miss Reynolds account of this same garret in do-     improves on the account. She says scribing how 'Reynolds introduced     that'before Johnson had the pension Roubiliac to Johnson. 'Johnson     he literally dressed like a beggar; received him with much civility, and     and, from what I have been told, he took them up into a garret, which he     as literally lived as such ; at least as considered as his library; where,     to common conveniences in his apart-bcsides his books, all covered with     mcnts, wanting even a chair to sit on, dust, there was an old crazy deal     particularly in his study, where a table, and a still worse and older     gentleman who frequently visited elbow chair, having only three legs.     him, whilst writing his Idlers, con-In this chair Johnson seated him-     stantly found him at his desk, sitting self, after having, with considerable     on one with three legs ; and on vising dexterity and evident practice, first     from it, he remarked that Dr. John-drawn it up against the wall, which     son never forgot its defect, but served to support it on that side on     would either hold it in his hand, or which the leg was deficient.' North-     place it with great composure against
history,ved to London, twelve guineas (il>. p. 101);  in 1764, thirty guineas ;   for a whole length 150 guineas (ib. p. 224).    Northcote writes    that    'he    sometimes    has lamented the  being interrupted  in his work  by idle visitors,   saying, " those persons do not consider that my time is worth to me five guineas an hour."'    Northcote's Reynolds, i. 83.
